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Letter from the Editor:

Building professionals often ask me how they can improve energy efficiency and
lessen the environmental impact of their project. They may not be ready to pursue
LEED certification but still desire to implement best green building practices. | am
delighted to share what I've discovered about Whole Building commercial design
and High Performance Buildings. Whole Building design integrates all building
components during the design phase, ensuring subsystems work together. The
result is High Performance Buildings that are better for the environment, save
money and create healthier places for users to live and work. Using the Whole
Building design approach to construct a High Performance building is an excellent
way to reduce environmental impact without necessarily pursuing LEED certification.
Read on for more useful information on this topic.

Lori Eichel
President
Accent Construction

Why consider High Performance Buildings and Whole Building
design?

Simply put, High Performance Buildings make good business sense. Statistics
indicate that commercial buildings consume 17 to 18% of the total energy used in
the United States. By using Whole Building design to construct High Performance
commercial buildings, energy demands are reduced and the environmental impact
of the building is controlled. The most significant benefit is potential reduced energy
use of 50% or more. High Performance Buildings also have reduced overall
maintenance costs while providing increased occupant comfort and productivity.
Additionally, studies show that a comfortable indoor environment helps attract
tenants, increasing revenues for building owners. To learn more about the business
benefits of building green, download the full report from the U.S. Green Building
Council here.

What guidelines exist for High Performance Buildings and



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001sQc6S3h_lKt9Xqj02-xHKPwE7i71QiHSFs5QeunE-qJPd-RPSyHbImvxC7c1smwKF1DbrUDz9VHkEs2hUHcgeeTOm-EmircXrHlc8h3FsT2LwpqmRrcCsg==�
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001sQc6S3h_lKv-FNSTR11gsZgtjRExnkLv7gAAiIfTxTaF-jN5ivdcBWxAcO-gLvvua79EkD6iHpfR4PdCUiio3fX3QGR1ztut_uxybq-a-nmH-4wvI6gkxvfbAWRax2JjixaYIuouEvuSKZ96spjb8XbVcZO6ex6lEU5ojnL7071FJyF1FTCzdQ==

Whole Building design?

Depending on building type, purpose and design objectives, there are many
guidelines to keep in mind when considering Whole Building design. The following
all play a part in a holistic planning approach:

Accessibility
Aesthetics
Cost-Effectiveness
Functionality
Historic Preservation
Productivity
Security/Safety
Sustainability

A comprehensive report on Whole Building guidelines prepared for PG&E is
available. Owners can use this document as a guide to develop Requests for
Proposals (RFP) or Requests for Qualifications (RFQ) which reflect their interest in
integrated energy design, and design professionals can use it similarly as a guide to
respond to requests from owners. Download the report here.

Are net zero-energy buildings on the horizon?

The US Department of Energy's National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
recently released the report Assessment of the Technical Potential for Achieving Net
Zero-Energy Buildings in the Commercial Sector. Based on the NREL's projections
of future performance from currently known technologies and practices, a potential
62% of buildings could achieve net zero by the year 2025. If projected future
technology and photovoltaic systems are implemented in buildings in a manner that
directs excess electricity production back to the grid, new buildings in the
commercial sector could, on average, consume 86% less energy than existing
buildings. The most frequent reason buildings failed to reach zero was that they
had too little roof area to accommodate the photovoltaic panels that would supply
the remaining required energy to the building. The full report is available from the
NREL web site.

What's the latest from the National Institute of Building
Sciences on High-Performance Buildings?

The National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS) was one of 17 sponsors of the
briefing to the new High Performance Building Congressional Caucus on Wednesday
June 18, 2008. Several key recommendations of the report include: establishing and
verifying metrics that measure the true sustainability impact of High Performance
Buildings and establishing metrics to measure occupant productivity, accessibility
and safety. Additionally, the report recommends the formation of two independent
expert panels to provide guidance on future policies regarding High Performance
Buildings. To read the entire report, download it here.



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001sQc6S3h_lKu9wjrd5d55rySXXUFYGIETpO4Dnzo77lajFjYzdF1Y3UP_1mgT4hF0zy81Os3wk5eJ2HgwqeOcOO6EBu75zS6ecTSzh1lZ2hXK9clXO9h7oYF6iTwCvh5GikHS-DsTBlxdD6cB4b1xVdA8NtlTlLN5fIA9SgI_pDZ2pgOEm5uz0yfofAlIPsIy
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001sQc6S3h_lKv34hINPQ3aRj8sQYW1zHg3O6C3XLU4ni-vagp5Pm5O0_lHAhTGJKcoX_r1e9aI-ebbvFupzEmssBxJtDuCEJ3S7PBdSuDQB1ebBDitC0LK0UWOX6TxKSTwF32M7QkKsPY=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001sQc6S3h_lKtBH2Jdlnkozi897cMTq7-nXcBzCWDM5qYeL5m4xrh_XI8OItBlyaJljJS4vHJ7CHiXIXRnyJscSqXqp7YViSrcJAe4cSRIS526XK13c-xOJylXDL-dobYJmlR6E52qHGw=

Green Building News is brought to you by Accent Construction, a full service
commercial general contractor focused on providing environmentally-friendly tenant
finish for office buildings and medical facilities. Their expertise in reuse/recycle
efforts affords clients cost effective and innovative solutions.

Accent is the only general contractor in the state of North Carolina to be awarded
the EPA Waste Wise partner status and is the only commercial general contractor in
North Carolina engaged in separating building materials for recycling and reuse on a
consistent basis.

Call Accent Construction
919.636.4500 or visit

www.accentllc.com
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